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Washington. D C. 20505

21 AUG 1985

STAT

STAT
Daar

vyour undated letter postmarked 9 August 1985 requesti.ng
documents under the provisions of the Freedom of Infprmatlon
Act has been received in the office of the_Informatlon and
Privacy Coordinator. Our analysts will review your request,
and we will be in touch with you and advise of any probleuns we

have encountered, or whether we can eafeh~£o:~jg§2232ii\
without any additional informatio S
t:r\\\ STAT

.our request has been assigned Reference No. for )

identification purposes. -
ingerely,
)
/"J\u\' /
LA // 7

John H. Wrigiht /
Informakion and Privacy/géordinator
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11/27/85

John H. Wright ' STAT
Information and Privacy Coordinator

Central Intelligence Agency

Washington, D.C. 20505

t

‘Dear Mr. Wright,

| This letter is in compli ) zencies r
further information regardin; STAT

| |Freedom of Information Act, Reilerence No. STAT

This request was made for the purpose of compiling an
accurate and ccmplete dossier pinpointing the location of
those "live" Americans listed as "Unaccounted For" in South-
east Asia! At that point we will release all information to
the public with the intent to obtain their immediate release.

Copies of all publications, to date, from members of our
organization are being enclosed. Since the end of the war no
administration or agency has given credence to the validity
of any refugee *"live sightings". If this is true, then there
is no reascn not to release the requested “<c:umentc., We are
willing to have representatives, from our organization, meet
with you, in person, at your convenience, in order to answer
any further questions you may have. "

We thank you for your consideration of this matter and
awalt your reply. '

Sincerely.l

STAT
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Central Intefligence Agency

* . i

o LT N
N

Washington. D. C. 20505

30 AUG 1985 STAT

This is a follow-up to our letter of 21 August 1985 concernlng

your Freedom of Information Ac ({FOI req : the
full text versions of and STAT
"...grid coordinates, and grid map, of refugeec live sightings of
American P.0.W's throughout South Ea%t Asia," STAT

The two documents which you included in your request have
already been reviewed under the provisions of the FOIA. At that
time it was determined that certain portions must be withheld in
order to protect intelligence csources and methods. Although it is
unlikely that any of the withheld porticns ccn now be released, we
have, in order to be as fecrthcoming with your organization as
possible, reguested our Directorzte of Operations to perform an
additional review concerning the rosscibiliczy of releasing moecre
rortions of the documents.

In regard to the second part of your recuest for the qgrid
coordinates and grid map, we have requested our Directorate of
Ocerations to determine if such a request is searchable under the

s
provisions of the FOIA and, if so, the e2timated search fees.

We will be in touch with you concerning *he above determi-=
nations as soon as the processing has been ccrpleted.

/ Si ncerelJ,  /
\/‘////:/ e /,',“/" /7g_

//Tohn 9. ergh /
Tnformatlon and Pr1vacy,Coord1nator
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- ' Central Intelligence Agency

Washington, D. C 20505

0 3 DEC 1385

STAT

This is a final reply to your 9 August 1985 Freedom of Informa-
tion Act (FOIA) request for copies of the full text versions of
| and "...grid coordinates, STAT
and grid map, of refugee live sicntings of American P,O.W's
throughout South East Asia.”

In regard to the re-review of the two specified documents, we
obtained copies of these documents from our files and conducted the
re-review based on current review rules which now allow the release
of the acquired line (ACQ) in certain intelligence disseminations,
including these two. Certain file numbers were removed from our
file copies of these two documents (above the acquired line).
Enclosed are copies of these re-reviewed documents. Deletions were
made under FOIA exemptions (b) (1) and (b) (3). An explanation of

©  FOIA exemptions is also enclosed. The CIA official responsible for
these determinations is Louis J. Dube, the Iaformation Review
Officer for the Directorate of Operations.

You have the right to appeal the above decisions by addressing
your appeal to the CIA Information Review:Committee, in my care,
Should you decide to do this, please explain the basis of ycur
appeal. :

In regard to that part of your request pertaining to ".,..grid
coordinates, and grid map, of refugee live sightings of American
P.O.W's throughout South East 23ia," your request was processed in
accordance with the Freedom of I..ormation Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, and
the CIA Information Act, 50 U.S.C. 431, Our processing included a
search for records in existence as of and through the date of our

| acceptance letter dated 30 August 1985, No records responsive to
this part of your request were located. If not already done, you
may wish to submit a request for this information to the Department
of Defense which has primary responsibility for matters pertaining
to the POW/MIA issue.
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logize for the length of time it has taken us to complete
the gfogggsigg of your request, but we have been inundated by a
large number of requests over the past severa} years. Under the
circumstances, we have done our best to be fair to all of our
requesters. Thus, we established some years ago the policy of
first-received, first-answered. Thank you for your patience and
consideration while we were processing your request.

'{ @{O . [4//7'/%

and Privacy Cg¢ofdinator

Informatio

Enclosures

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/06/15 : CIA-RDP88G01332R000901130035-0



+

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/06/15 : CIA-RDP88G01332R000901130035-0

Central Intelligence Agency
N R
.

Washingjon. D. C. 20505

0 5 DEC 1985

STAT

is is 1 f 27 November 1985
his is in response to your letter o
concgrring yo of information Act (FOIA) request,
: STAT
Reference NO.TLELaﬁde

Prior to resolving the fee issu2, we inadvertently completed
the processing of your request and sent yocu a final regpogse
dated 3 December 1985. Since ve failed to wait for your fee .
commitment, no fees will be charged for this particular request.

. St ncerel&,

( . /| -

/7/ ?4 /w/w’/

ZJohn H. W 1ght /,
Informaé; and Privacv 90[4‘“ato"

v
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10/25/85

STAT

STAT
Dear

STAT

; [:::::ifj, the members of STAT
received your letter dated 30 August, 85. 1In

your response_to our Freedom of Information Act request,

Reference No. we fully understand, and comply, STAT
with the need to protect this nations intelligence gath-

ering methods and sources. However, we have received

no further response regarding the grid maps and grid

coordinates of "alleged" live sighting reports by

refugees!

The period of time or the in-depth review of the
documents is understandable., Again, however, the re-
quest for the above stated grid maps, etc., would seen
to deal less with national security. Also we would
appreciate the consideration of the waiver of fees as
is mentioned in the Freedom of Information Act. '

We are looking forward to heeving from you on
this matter and fully appreciate your considerations!

Sincerely, ., —

STAT
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) ’ Central Intelligence Agency

Washinglon.0.C 20505

12 NOV 1985

STAT

This is in response to your letter of 25 October 1985 con-
cerning the status of your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

request.

Unfortunately, we are unable to give you a precise completion
date for this request. This agency has a sizable backlog, which is
now approximately 1900 Privacy Act and FOIA requests. It is our
policy to handle all requests on a first-in, first-out basis. We
have found this to be the most equitable policy if we are to be
fair to all requesters.,

Regarding your request for a waiver of fees, I have considered
the subject of your reguest against the guidelires provided in cur
regulations governing fees [CFR Title 32, Chapter XIX, Section
1900.25(a), enclosed] and guidance issued by the Department of
Justice. Both emphasize that fees should he waived if the records
requested would primarily benefit th2 genciu:l public. The public
benefit to be derived from the records you have requested is not
apparent to me. Would you, therefore, explain specifically how the
general public would benefit by this information so that I can make
a more informed decision. It would also be helpful to know how you
plan to use the information, what recognition you have received in
the field, and what you have published on the subject.

We will be in touch with you as soon as the two documents you

sent us have been re-reviewed ar” the searchability of the other
items in your request has been c<.:rmined and fees estimated.

Si cerelj,

n H. ig ‘

on and Prlvacy o

Infor

Enclosure
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Central Intelligence Agency

Washingon. 0. C 20505

Your letter of 16 November 1985 requesting documents under the

<5 NOV 1985

provisions of the Freedom of Information Act has been received in
the office of the Information and Privacy Cocrdinator.
analysts will review your request, and we will be in touch with
you and advise of any problems we have encountered, or whether we
can search for documents without any additional information.

Our

Your request has been assigned Reference No.

for

identification purposes.

Sigferely,

/i
. / “
LV/ \

// John H. Wrio g -
Informgtion and Privacy'QJd}din

tor

STAT

S
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Central Intelligence Agency

0§ DEC 1985

STAT

This is a follow-up to cur letter of 25 November 1985
concerning your 16 November 1985 Freadom of Information Act
(FOIA) request pertaining to the PO!//MIA issue.

Although we are not sure we understand exactly what records you
want, we assume you want CS reports from 1970 to present on the
subject of "Estimated Enemy Prison Facilities in Laos." Please
verify that our assumption is correct or provide a better
description of the records you seek.

The FOIA authorizes federal agencies to collect fees for records
services. We are enclosing, therefore, a fee schedule for your
guidance. You will note that we charge search fees, including
computer time where indices are computerized, and copying costs
for releasable documents.

In accordance with section (e) of the schedule, search fees are
assessable even if no records are found or, if found, we determine
that they are not releasable. This means, you will be charged even
if our search results are negative or if it is determined that no
information is releasable under the FOIA.

Before we can begin any processing of your reqﬁest, we must
receive your commitment to pay all fees incurred and under the
conditions stated above. The search fees for each item in a
request are usually about $100; more precise fee estimate for
your particular reguest can be obtained if you wish.

s Regarding your request for a waiver of fees, I have considered
the subject of your request against the guidelines provided in our
regulations governing fees [CFR Title 32, Chapter XIX, Section
1900.25(a), enclosed] and guidance issued by the Departmeni of
Justice. Both emphasize that fees should be waived if the recordx
requested would primarily benefit the general public. The public
benefit to be derived from the records you have requested is not
apparent to me. Would you, therefore, explain specifically how the
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general public would h-~nefit by this informa:-ion so that I can make
a mcre informed decision. It would also be helpful to know what
recognition you have received in the field, what you have published
on the subject, and what mechanism is available to you to allow
dissemination to the general public.

We are holding your request in abeyance pending your reply.

~

31 cerel¥,

: ‘|
fiﬂ
, [ i,

Jim)

ohn H. Wright )
Informatilop and Privacy Coordinator

Enclosure
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Central Intclligence Agency

Washington 3 € 20505

0 6 MAY 1986

This is to acknowledge receipt of your money order numbered

dated 15 April 1986 for the total amount of $42.00.

Your cooperation is greatly arpreciated.
Sincerely,

Lee S. Strickiand
Information and Priva~y CJoordinator
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STAT

John H, Wright
Information and Privacy Coordinator

Central Intellj e
#ashington, p, g.n§858§9“°y

cation of
, ing thersjirjgggofggu§s€3 Reference No,
vrisone war in‘Laosa Ing from 1970 to the oresengergésrg?queSt-

. M lng

ﬁ

Conecernin i
our governmentgaigjoza}ver of fees, Since 1948
American prisoners’ ap oro 288NCies have known the oy SR, Lefore,
informed in 1973, wi'th "the HpogiiNeast Asia. The puppsorodls of
letnam, tha e arrival of the wp Tna Was
Southeast Asfa?hvggiare_no more American pr§§§§§°m Bird" from
In traen, oot Poverns’ N fact, was an outriah+ ?s of War in
missing Ame“ic5n~ ment knew then, as it doS v fabrication!
head of tro Sea 3 are, even by rama, ag peo swnow. where these
ense Intclligenco Aceno§ Ow“ggtﬁy SgatEd by the
> " A4 " mlnu OS.

We are certain +

facts throus th that onee the punlic is made -

will be a dgga;geumgﬂla. which we wil] im;ed?ggslgware °f these
immediate SOlutionptg ?”? legislators ang repreé*y*cqptact' there
aware of the fact that hia travesty, oy PUBT in ohoFives for an

tees equality anq suoriie V25 1104 to, oup ~ aey nO 14 b6 made
p?st t §ré is Awa,ur+CE. ThlS is what mak,(agLfbHB;on guarén-
e+ A0 A9 doipg, the w&ivdr‘;g §§§55§Ve§”§a"?the

i ) €esg ﬁ 0 a1ly‘7

Justifieg,

However, jif

. your Arenc S s

réquiring a form SNCY sees fit not ta

under the FOIA.‘al brgakdown for the cos® o- ggesgécggsn we ore
- ords we seek

'0

.

Lnecerely., A
STAT

2]
Ppo
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Washinglon, D.C. 20505

‘ 80 JAN 1386
STAT
This is in response to your letter of 2 January 1986 concerning
your 16 November 198" rrecdom of Information Act (FOIA) request
pertaining to the POW/MIA issue.
As you state in the first paragraph of your 2 January 1986
jetter, your request is for ".. keports dating from 1970 to STAT

the present regarding prisoners of war in Laos." In our processing
of your request we are assuming that you want information on
"american" prisoners.

For your information we have processed a large number of FOIA
requests concerning the MIA/POV issue in Scutheast Asia over the
last several years. As a result of these requests, hundreds of
pages of documents have been relzased to requesters. rs part of
this processing, we routinely enter these released documents into
a system of previously released material which is made available
to subsequent requesters. In processing vour request, we conducted
a search of our holdings of previcusly -+ ezz2d documents through
the use of our computer retrieval system. IO responsive documents
were located. For this reason we believe a new search of the
records of our components will prove fruitless and tlat it is
inappropriate for U.S. taxpayers to pay the cost of this service
to you. Accordingly, in this instance, your fee waiver is denied.
As you requested we will obtain an estimate of the fees involved
and advise you. ‘

Sincerely,

- ”::;7‘{‘/,
, D

Lee S. Strickland
Information and Privacy Cocrdinator

Declassifi ) . ) - ' :
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W..shington. D. C. 20505

25 MAR 1986
STAT
Fur;her to our letter of 30 January 1986, we have obtained a
fee estimate for a new scarch for " reports dating from STAT
1970 to the present regardirn priso s r in Laos." 1In

our processing of your request we are assuming that you want
information on "American" prisorers.

The estimated search fees are as follows:

2 on-line computer searches @$11 each $22

1 hour of professional search time @$14 per hour 14

1 hour of clerical search time @$6 per hour
Total

)]

4

8]

©

Althcugh we believe that a new search for such doctments will
prove fruitless, as we advised you in our 30 January 86 latter,
we stand ready to initiate such a search once we receive your
commitment to pay the appropriate feec as estimated above.

Sincerely,

-
e

~. 77T
~
- NN sl
e “-’_\\‘ \0—\‘_.___“

Lee S. ESiricklani
Information and Privacy Corord:nator

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/06/15 : CIA-RDP88G01332R000901130035-0



STAT

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/06/15 : CIA-RDP88G01332R000901130035-0

0‘0

<

Next 1 Page(s) In Document Denied

Q"g

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/06/15 : CIA-RDP88G01332R000901130035-0




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/06/15 : CIA-RDP88G01332R000901130035-0

74920 Federal Register / Vol. 45, No. 221 / Thursday, November 13, 1980 / Rules and Regulations

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
32 CFR Part 1900

Public Access to Documents and
Records and Declassification
Requests

AGENCY: Central Intelligence Agency.
ACTION: Final rule.

EFFECTIVE DATE: November 13, 1980.

3 1900.25 Foes for records services.

(a) Search and duplication fees shall be
charged according to the schedule set forth
in paragraph (c) of this section for services
rendered :.: responding to requests for
Agency records under this part. Records
shall be furnished without charge or at a
reduced rate whenever the Coordinator
determinces that a waiver or reduction of
the charge is in the public interest because
furnishing the information can be consid-
ered as primarily benefiting the general
public. Thus, the Coordinator shall deter-
mine the existence and extent of any identi-
fiable benefit which would result from
furnishing the requested information and
lie shall consider the following factors in
making this determination:

(1) The public or private character of the
infc.mation sought;

(2) The private interest of the requester:;

(3) The numbers of the public to be
benefited.

(4) The significance of the benefit to the
public;

(5) The usefulness of the information to
the public; and

(6) The quantity of similar or duplicative
information already in the public domain.
In no case will the assessment of fees be
utilized as an obstacle ta the disclosure of
the requested information. The Coordina-
tor may also waive or reduce the charge
whenever he determines that the interest of
the government would be served thereby.
Fees :hall not be charged where they would
amount, in the aggregate, for a request, or a
series of related requests, to less than $6.
Denials of requests for fee waivers may be
appealed by writing to the Executive Secre-

tary of the Information Review Committee,

via the Coordinator.

(b) In order to protect the requester and
the Agency from large, uncxpected fees,
when it is anticipated that the charges will
amount to more than $25, the processing of
the request shall be suspended until the
requester indicates his willingness to pay.
The requester shall be notified and asked
for his commitraent to pay all reasonable
search and duplication fees. A his option,
the requester may indicate in advance a
dollar limitation to the fees. In such an
event, the Coordinator shall initiate a
search of the system or systerns of records
deemed most likely to produce releant
records, instructing the system manuzers to
discontinue the search as soon as the stipu-
lated amount has been expended. Where
an advance limit has not been stipulated,
the Cnordinator may, at his discretinn or at
the behest of the requester, compile an
estimate of the search fc 5 likely to be
incurred in processing a request, or of such
portion thereof as can readily be estimated.
The requester shall be promptly notified of
the amount and be asked to approve its
expenditure. In those cases where the Coor-
dinator estimates that the fees will be sub-
stantial, an advance deposit of 50 percent
of tl: estimated fees will be required; in
those cases where there is reasonable evi-
dence that the request:r may possibly fail
to pay the fees which would be accrued by
processing his request, an advance deposit
of 100 percent of the estimated fees wil! be
required. The notice or request for ..n
advance deposit shall extend an offer to the
requester whereby he is afforded an oppor-
tunity to revise the request in a manner
calulated to reduce the fees. Dispatch of
such a notice or request shall suspend the
running of the period for response by the
Agency until a reply is received from the
requester.

(c) The schedule of fees for services
performed in ressonding to requests for
Agency records i .'ublished as follows:

(1) For each one quarter hour, or fraction
thereof, spent by clerical personnel in
searching for a record, $1.50;

(2) For each one quarter hour, cr fraction
thereof, spent by professi::r:al personnel in
searching for a reccid, $3.50;

(3) For each on-line computer search,
$11.00;

(4) For each off-line (batch) computer
search of Central Reference fles, $27.00;

(5) For all other off-line computer
searches of Agency files, $8.00 per minute
of Central Processing Unit (CPU) time;

{6) For copies of paper documents in sizes
not larger than 8% X 14 inches, $0.10 per
copy of each page,

(7) For duplication of non-paper media
(film, magnetic tape, etc.) or any document
that cannot be reproduced on a standard
office copier, actual direct cost; and

(8) For extra copies of reports, maps,
reference aids, and other Agency pubiica-
tions, actual cost. .

(d) Inasmuch as the Agency's systems of
records are highlv decentraiized. several
computer searches may be required to pro-
cess a request, depending upon its scope.
The computer search costs given in para-
graph (c). of this section, do not include
whatever professional, clerical search time
is needed to determine whether he records
located are in fact responsive to the request.

(e) Search fees are assessable even when
no records pertinent to the requests, or no
releasable records are found. provided the
requester has been advised of this fact and
he has, that notwithstanding agreed to in-
cur the costs of search.

{f) For requests which have accrued sub-
stantial search and duplicat~n fees, or for
requests for records which have been previ-
ously released, or where there is reasorable
evidence that the requester may possibly
fail to pay the accrued fecs, then, at the
discretion of the Coordinator, the requester
may be required to pay the acerued search
and duplication fees prior to the actual
delivery of the requested records; other-
wise, the requester shall e bille¢ for such
fees at the time that the records are provid-
ed. Payment sha!l be remitted by check or
money order, made p:yable to the Treasur-
er of the United States, and shall be sent to
the Coordinator. No appeals or additional
requests shall be accepted for processing
until the requester has puid all outstanding
charges for services rendered under this
part.
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